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WHITE IS THE MOON

This piece is based on the poem from a children’s picture book by Valerie Greeley (Blackie, 1990, and www.valeriegreeley.com). Conceived as suitable for young
musicians between grades 3 and 8, it was written for performance at the 1993 Wexford Festival, where it was given by the Wexford School of Music (soloists

Roisin Dempsey. soprano, & Grainne Stafford, mezzo) and the Wexford School of Ballet and Modern Dance. choreography by Suzanne O’Leary.
The instrumental requirements are as follows:

NARRATION - choir, female voices, unison
MOON - contralto (or mezzo soprano), a soft-grained voice, not too developed
SKY - three pianists (grade 6 to 8) at two pianos; these should be situated close enough together to produce an integrated texture
OWL - a group of flautists, grade 4 and above
FOX - a small group of violinists (muted), grade 5 and above
FROG - a small group of descant recorders, grade 6 or higher
SUN - high soprano (a ‘young’ clear voice, with little vibrato but good strength);
also a large group of violins (grade 3 and above) preferably with one or more trumpets in unison
BLACKBIRD - solo piccolo, grade 7-8
SEAL - a group of cellos, grade 4 and above, one as a soloist (with vibrato, not too slow); also violas and/or horns if available
SKY AT SUNSET - two glockenspiels, simple parts; a few small triangles or similar light high metal overtone sounds could be added at cue 17

One or more double basses strengthen a few pedal notes.

Two conductors are required. The principal conductor directs the choir, both the small and the large group of violins (and trumpets), the cellos/violas/horns, and
maybe the flutes. Other performers may or may not need direction - perhaps a few cues only. Where phrases enter in relation to Omusic in another part, the other
part is cued in the entering part, as will be seen in the score. The assistant conductor gives cues to the pianists, marked in the score with arrows. At cue 2 he may

need to give a pulse also (until cue 3), as the three players should be in rhythmic coordination here, something not necessary elsewhere.

The complex notation of the rhythm of this music is merely an attempt to put on paper, as accurately as possible, the musical phrases I invented. Awareness of the
various metres and tempo changes was not a part of the original conception and should not be too much a part of the performance. Itis best if, for instance, the choir
learns the music more by instinct than by rhythmic analysis, and the conductor, likewise, may do well to direct them very freely. Instrumentalists should try to play

‘in character’ throughout the duration of their passage.

Audio files for rehearsal are available from the composer at www.alancutts.ie and may be of use in helping young players past these rhythmic difficulties, as well
as being suitable for ballet rehearsal.

front cover artwork by Helen Gaynor, © 1993
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